
OT TER RIVERS RESTOR ATION, 
CZECH REPUBLIC
Nominated by Rock Point

Waterways have been narrowed, 
made shallower, shortened 
and regulated in the Czech 
Republic over the last 100 years, 
leading to habitat loss and 
flash floods. The project will 
empower the public to improve 
the environment of  critically 
endangered otters and other 
species in nine selected areas, 
where ‘regulated waterways’ will 
be restored to natural conditions. 
This should also eliminate flash 
flooding and create hubs for 
outdoor enthusiasts. 
koaliceproreky.cz/english
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TROSSACHS GATE WAY 
PROJECT,  SCOTL AND
Nominated by Messe Friedrichshafen

The Great Trossachs Forest is 
an ambitious venture by RSPB 
Scotland, Woodland Trust Scotland 
and Forestry Commission Scotland 
to restore 160km2 of  felled native 
forest in 200 years. The project 
aims to restore degraded habitats 
in the heart of  the Loch Lomond 
and the Trossachs National Park 
by planting thousands of  trees 
and also includes the completion 
of  The Great Trossachs Path, 
a long-distance trail which will 
connect the West Highland Way 
tothe Rob Roy Way and a number 
of  other routes. 
woodlandtrust.org.uk
Photo: LLTNP

TR AILBUILDING ON L AK E 
BAIK AL ,  S IBERIA
Nominated by Vaude

With the ecosystem of  the world’s 
deepest lake under threat from 
large scale tourism, the project aims 
to establish sustainable tourism on 
the remote north-west coastline 
around Peak Tsherskovo, the area’s 
highest mountain, and the Cape 
Kotelnikov hot springs. 100km 
of  trails will be reconditioned 
and facilities including picnic and 
camping areas, toilets and firepits, 
waste collection and info points 
will be installed. It will provide an 
opportunity for environmental 
education, and local people will 
be trained as nature guides. 
baikalplan.de
Photo: Thomas Kehr

ECO TOURISM AND WILDLIFE 
PRESERVATION IN SIMIEN 
MOUNTAINS NATIONAL 
PARK ,  E THIOPIA
Nominated by KEEN

The magnificent Simien Mountains 
National Park – which is home 
to the Ethiopian wolf, the world’s 
rarest canine, the Gelada baboon 
and the endangered Walia ibex – is 
under threat from agriculture and 
livestock encroachment as a result 
of  sparse economic opportunities 
for nearby communities. The 
project will renovate campsites, 
improve signs and hiking trails, 
provide tourism training and jobs 
for locals, and support rangers to 
monitor and protect wildlife.
awf.org
Photo: Kathleen Fitzgerald

CONSERVATION

CAST YOUR VOTE!
Readers of The Great Outdoors can help choose which 
of these conservation projects will receive funds

EvEry yEar, the European Outdoor Conservation Association (EOCA) 
allocates funding to worthwhile environmental projects chosen by its 
members and by the general public. This year, there are six projects 
in the ‘outdoor’ category – and you have the opportunity to help 
choose which one will receive a cash donation. Read about each of  the 
projects here, then head to our website at tgomagazine.co.uk/eoca 
to cast your vote between 17 and 31 March. 
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COASTAL RESCUERS, 
SWEDEN
Nominated by HuginBiz

Wildlife and tourism on 
Sweden’s west coast is under 
threat from large volumes of  
marine litter which is brought 
in from the north-east Atlantic 
via the Jutska Gyre. The 
project will encourage locals 
to get involved in beach clean-
ups, increase environmental 
awareness and raise marine 
litter issues with politicians.
hsr.se/english

2014 PROJECTS

What is thE EOCa?

The European Outdoor 
Conservation Association 
consists of 110 businesses from 
the outdoor industry who have 
come together to raise money for 
worldwide conservation projects. 
Conservation bodies, which are 
nominated by EOCA members, can 
apply for grants of up to €30,000 
for specific projects. Every member 
can nominate up to three projects 
each year that they would like 
EOCA to support.

How are the projects shortlisted?
Members of the EOCA vote on 
nominated projects, and the 
shortlists are then drawn up, 
divided into three categories: nature 
(concerned with the conservation 
of a specific species or habitat) 
outdoor (projects based where 
people go to enjoy outdoor 
activities) and alpine (projects based 
at high altitudes). 

Who are EOCa’s members?
Members include many of the most 
well-known outdoor gear brands, 

including UK firms Berghaus, OMM, 
Granger’s, Páramo, Montane, Rab 
and Snugpak. 

How much money has 
EOCa raised?
Since it was founded in 2007 by the 
European Outdoor Group (EOG) the 
organisation has spent over €1.27 
million funding 54 projects in 32 
countries.

What has the funding 
achieved so far?
EOCA has helped to protect more 
than 28,000 hectares of wilderness 
in Europe, created elephant 
corridors in India, saved an ancient 
Swedish forest from logging, 
replanted mangrove swamps in 
Sri Lanka and has planted 86,000 
trees and repaired more than 200 
kilometres of footpath.

What happens next?
This year’s voting will take place 
from 17-31 March. Visit our website 
at tgomagazine.co.uk/EOCA to cast 
your vote in the outdoor category. 

PROJECTE RIUS:  JOINING PEOPLE 
AND RIVERS,  CATALONIA ,  SPAIN
Nominated by Goal Zero

Mediterranean fluvial ecosystems 
are threatened by exploitation, 
contamination, deforestation, invasive 
species and climate change. Projecte 
Rius coordinates more than 1,000 
environmental volunteers in Catalonia 
each year to improve stretches of  
river. Additional funding will help to 
coordinate their work, and provide 
the opportunity to publish volunteers’ 
experiences to gain support from the 
public and relevant authorities. At 
least three restoration activities will 
be developed and implemented, at 
the same time improving access for 
outdoor enthusiasts. 
associaciohabitats.cat
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